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Statement by Member for Girrawheen 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [12.54 pm]: We will be spoilt for choice with the film and television options 
—drama and documentary—during the Gallipoli centenary commemorations. I mention one that is noteworthy 
because it is a Western Australian production; it is exceptional and compelling viewing. The Waler: Australia’s 
Great War Horse is a seamless mix of interview, archival film and re-enactment, narrated by William McInnes. 
It tells of the horses known as “Walers” that served Australia in the Middle East during the Great War. They 
carried the men of the Light Horse Brigade to victory on the long road to Damascus, winning battles at Romani 
and Beersheba along the way. During the Great War, Australia sent 130 000 horses overseas, but, sadly, at war’s 
end, they did not come home. The close relationship between rider and horse is highlighted with stories like that 
of horses Bill the Bastard and Midnight. Their courageous feats are a marvel. Even the most sceptical viewer 
cannot help but be moved. 

Funded by ScreenWest, the ABC and Screen Australia, with the assistance of the Department of Veterans’ 
Affairs, the film is produced by Marian and Alun Bartsch’s Mago Films, written and researched by 
Barry Strickland, and directed by Russell Vines. The director of photography is Torstein Dyrting, its editor is 
John Carozzi, and its music is by Tim Count and Keith van Geyzel. An hour-length version will screen on 
ABC TV on Sunday, 19 April at 7.40 pm. The full-length film will enjoy a limited release later and will be 
available at ABC shops, along with a teachers’ resource guide. Members might consider donating a copy to their 
local schools. 
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